PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

was already serious, would become catastrophic, since the
sentence on these two representatives would be avenged
by the enemy by a violent offensive.

In war, and even more when the time comes to end war
with an enemy who considers himself the victor, one has
to use whatever will serve one's turn. The most useful
thing on this occasion was to accept the offer of these
representatives, and I told them that I should put their
offer before the National Council of Defence and that
they must come to my office on the following day, the
13th, to hear the result.

On the night of the 12th the Council met and I told
the Councillors that I had had a visit from Nationalist
representatives who had offered themselves as inter-
mediaries between us and General Franco. I said that
I did not consider it proper to decide the matter on my
own account, because such a delicate situation ought to
be resolved by the Council. After some deliberation it
was unanimously decided that we should accept the
proposal, and that on the following day I should receive
the enemy's representatives and set about making
negotiations.

On the morning of the I3th I had an interview with
the representatives in question, I told them that the
National Council of Defence had decided to use them as a
medium to get in touch with the Nationalist Government
and- that the first thing that we should like them to
communicate to Burgos was that the Councillor for
National Defence and the General in Command of
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